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Until now computer integrated manufacturing (CIM) concepts have been promoted as one solution that can somehow deal with the challenges: more flexibility in product spectrum and processes, agility of the production system, more responsiveness and integration. Nevertheless, this centralized and sequential manufacturing planning, scheduling and control mechanism is increasingly being found insufficiently flexible and agile to respond to changing production styles and highly dynamic variations in the product requirements.

To redress this situation, new revolutionary manufacturing automation concepts and emerging technologies, which take advantage of the newest mechatronics, information and communication technologies and paradigms, development methodologies, an the application of deeper grounded theoretical formalisation approaches, are being researched and applied since the last decade of the 20th Century. 

The track is dedicated to present some developments towards the above named aspects, namely:

· Architectures and Operations: FMS, CIM, IMS, ADS, Planning, Scheduling, Reliability
· CAD/CAE/CAM, Human Factors
· Petri Nets
· Simulation
· Queuing Networks
· Perturbation Analysis
· Concurrent Engineering
· Rapid Prototyping.
Solicited Papers: Research papers; reporting on new developments in technological sciences. Industry and development papers; reporting on actual developments of technology, products, systems, and solutions. Tutorial and survey papers.

Submission of Papers: The working language of the conference is English. Two types of submissions are solicited. Long Papers - limited to 20 double-space pages. Work-in-Progress and Industry practice – limited to 4 double column pages.  

Special sessions. Proposal for special sessions are solicited. A proposal should include title of the session, organizers, list of titles of papers/names of authors/contact addresses. The organizers are responsible for the review process and enforcing the quality.

Prospective authors are invited to visit the conference web site at the following URL:

http://www.uninova.pt/etfa2003/
Manuscripts must be submitted electronically in PDF format, according to the instructions contained in the Conference web site.

Paper Acceptance: Each accepted paper must be presented at the conference by one of the authors. The final manuscript must be accompanied by a registration form and a registration fee payment proof. All conference attendees, including authors and session chairpersons, must pay the conference registration fee, and their travel expenses.
Author’s Schedule: 

Deadline for submission of long papers and proposals for special sessions:
April 30, 2003

Notification of acceptance of long papers:
June 8, 2003

Notification of acceptance of work-in-progress papers and Industry practice:
July 8, 2003

Deadline for submission of work-in-progress papers and Industry practice:
June 15, 2003

Deadline for submission of final manuscripts:
July 8, 2003
FURTHER INFORMATION:

ETFA’03 Conference  Secretariat
Universidade Nova de Lisboa - FCT – Dep. Eng. Electrotecnica; 2829-516 Caparica, Portugal
Tel.: +351-212948336  Fax: +351-212948532  email: etfa2003@uninova.pt

http://www.uninova.pt/etfa2003/








